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AVERY GALLANT GENTLEMAN
y Danny Posner

sroup of men and women met in Cambridge on March 26th to commemorate the centenary
oo Bith o1 e ey eyt g et Nt oy Ambty e o, g
that his one clam to fame is that he was a writer and editor of juvenile papers from Amalgamated
Press in the first three decades of this century.

The i usion s ot N et 0d st e ore i, (0 im
i that mention of his e oday forty-one vear e i dath ca il e s
emotion and even anger in the hears of some mature and itellgent men. For back n 1918
Vhen Pentelow was Ealtorof The Mg, he commitieda adind] i 3 ar s Magnet

ed off one of the elony
Compounded by (hat fat (i i kst ons of hisown eharecers bt stend s Fank ichrds
creation, Courtney, a sixth-former at Greyfriars School.

Frank Richards of course was a pen name for Charles Hamilton who created Greyfriars of
Billy Bunter fame for Magnet, Tom Merry & Co. of S, Jim's for The Gem and a host of other
schools and characters for other A.P. pap

Hismame s 0w o gendamr colctor oftheepaprs. Colltvely thy s known s

milion oul find thm nigh placsand low il v the word 11 rom amng
15fthelfmembers that mention o Penelow a hesaye of Courtcy prodces
Harshr epihets than evr thn byt Greyfrars with thei mid g0 and e coke o Beas”
could bring themselves to 2

T bt bore iy, i dok ot el dl g, s bod ot i
e even furths of the

Vhen eior he Tethere s own net by delraily excuding Hamiton tones in Favourof

His own.

his
mwmg 1o former AP editors . w Twoman and G R Sumwayy Bor n Somertam,
a quiet vllage, in 1872 the m
ik scres appearia n Doye fubls Sourna when o as ety fluen By the turn of the
century he was a regular contrbutor 1o A.P. boys papers under the pen name Jack North and
Hisstoriesof Wyl s Hoygarhshool ae s populr with many eolecton 10y
Outside his work for A.P. he contributed (o The Captain and Chums, both highly populir
magazines, nd o made hi mar alo 5 g commentator on criket, By the tme he
took over the editorial chairs of The Magnet and The Ge in 1916 he was relatively successful,
well Known in his own rght, and a mature rather old looking.

He must also have been a worried man. The problem which faced him was that he had to
produce ¢ach week two papers containing 15,000 word stories — AND BOTH STORIES WERE.
SUPPOSED TO COME FROM THE SAME MAN, NAMELY CHARLES HAMILTON,
Hamiton s undoubldly g machins, Words o out o ey of ik
consitenty highstandud ha ven odaytheycanbe read with lessure wher those of s
Contemporaie soem dated an eaiely dul- Such was bl utput ha s xept Magnet
e e o,
ssay on Boys Papers for Horizon concluded that the stories must have been written by a team
of authors and was amazed when Hamilton turned up to confound

Bt v Hamioncoudt e t cngnonstopfrcver st th o tumd o
atrickle. To guard against the ultimate disaster of having nothing (o print, A.P. decided (0 use
subsitut wrilrswhen necssary,ll wing e the Harlion bylas aperopriate o the
particular magazi



By the carly 1900's he was  frequent con-
rutor o Hamsaworth ppers unde wvrs
oy h of bck N He
[ during this period for his
ks ofWyclite and Haygarth shools wiich
were subsequently reprinted in Boys Frie
Library.




In 1916 however, there was a war on and most of the substtutes were doing ther bit in Francs.

At this time and for the next couple of years Hamilton was particulal

ol Pentlow was e witha prety hastly stuation 0t

pen to him. He wrote the stories himselr. But wi ezuxn}wrmbsmm:wm:nmdumully

e o wets e Haril n the Greyriars
this

PrESUmpO’ and ATOGARY 36t e 0 Dingcontumly on i bones.

“The killing of Courtney was a bit unfortunate, Pentelow, it has to be aditted, was fine

e s i o e S

down rathe

noble death and ith & it of mulm“mn yon ol ioualieths Angels, e Nl and Tiny
Hamilto and usually the onl

ne nose when, fo instnce Wharton and Vermon Sith,the bounder of Greyfiars, had &

ding dong.

Lofts, terest to collectors,
Fenelow mymwlemwdmdcn(mml\mvcmw\ﬁlnkmu[l(‘uunn:y ‘Apparently the
nl and res

Fttingconfusd.

1 course, mean al things to all people. For SMERSH it a device which
explodesa you s heatorysat; Hamiltonwoukd do i pinedy by dspathin s

hanctrto oin s ich uncle n South Americ Pentelow took the highet ups
oatndy et 10 400w e Mo i gapl oy e A Ve

ol Gomemant” e Juck Overhill of C

by 1918 he btdtront wn s the prospect of youth, withdethasort ods, By contast The

Magnet was a thing of : made it for h year

ST out il mhr Doy et s by o Py o e o0 s OO

Othr oy owers had dtrnt ecos o ther 180 dou that o rvars resder
were writing n t0 say how much they had enjoyed the

When war was over Pentelow was made editor of The Boys Realm and he did a g0od job
contributing many fine stories himself under the pen name Richard Randoiph. He was editor
of other A.P. papers o0 and with his cricket writing and a young wife, life in Carshalton where
e lived must have been good.

“Two distinctions were to come his way. The first ws in 1927 when Sir John Squire, who w
joing baok crits. for rer,

Pentelow made the national press again in 1931 when he died, for The Times did a brief obit

iter for the

His wife, who was 28 years hs junior,stillives but, as Deryck Harvey f
Cabridye Evening News has noted, all his riends and family are dead or scattered an
nobody in the village where he was born remembers him. He livs on only through his work,
remembered ‘Who find the old papers lgia, or social
Commentary, or as some do, fine pieces of witin.

Pentelow would have enjoyed the
reputed o pay forsoriscen whe

money._His contemporaries have
e e e o o e et thousd o Wis o pd o lor s

TV ronie tha one stry called A Very Gallant Gendlman’ should have marked him out for
postrity




THE WYCLIFFE SAGA

BY W.JA. HUBBARD
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Pentelow was only 15 when he began wrting for D'scre
Clarke's Boys Jubilee Journal i 1587,
Dacre Clarke was a singularly unsuccessful publisher and his

papers were
‘contributors carefully enough because n the yesr when J.N.
was first published, Boys Jubilee Journal twice had to apolo-
gise for publishing plagiarised sorie.

Pentclow’s contibutions were not particlarly good but they.
at least had the merit of being his own work.
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PENTELOW'S OTHER SCHOOLS
By W. H.BROSTER
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Pentelow was a frequent contributor to. The
Captain and Chums around 1910,

A SECOND BALACLAVA

DOOMED BY DYNAMITE. % y
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Jack Ovril, » prolfic it and accsonl broadase, was 14 vhen
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Came the war. In 1916 Pentelow was appoin
ed o the editorial chair of The Magnet and
‘The Gem. He also contributed many stories
o these papers. the best known and most
controversial being °A Very Gallant Gentleman'



A VERY GALLANT [}ENTLEIVIAN'

SAVING VALENCE !

Conyelaht In the Unlted States of Amaicn ey
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the story i
particular issue and into the whole feld of Pentelow’s writings.
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And in The Story Paper Collector Jan. 1964
Tom Hopperton had thisto say:
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After 1920 Pentelow continued as Editor of
‘The Boys Realm.

was. published in the Boys Friend Library.
Sir John Squire reviewed it i the Observer on
Sunday June 191927

T enteow's sty “Good Enough For Engand” ’
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